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The April 2020 meeting of Saint Louis Chapter #22 has been cancelled 
due to the Covid-19 and we are on hold till there is a Go Ahead from the 
powers to be.  I know we are all lying low as a be safe stay safe way of 
life.  I am going to include the message from President Haynes and if 
you already read it, read it again you may have missed something.   
Something to ponder we need to get our act together on nominations for 
the upcoming year as prescribed in our by-laws. 
 
 
 
Brethren,  
 
It is with a heavy heart that I write this message.  You need to know how National Sojourners  will 
go forward in the coming year and my heart is heavy as the 100th Annual National Convention 
(ANC) was going to be THE outstanding convention with great tours, dinner and tour of the Civil 
War Museum, and a surprise visit  by the Mummers ( https://www.visitphilly.com/things-to-
do/events/the-mummers-parade/).  However, God has changed all our plans and we must go 
forward in this time of uncertainty.  
 
I called a teleconference of concerned and experienced members to discuss canceling the 
convention.  I prefer consensus management, where all parties participate, resolution of the issues 
is reached by the majority, and the leader makes the final decision.  The elected National Line, 
representatives from the Trustees, Convention Committee, NASOCOCO (National Sojourner’s 
Convention Corporation), some Past National Presidents (PNP), National Commander of the 
Heroes, and our National Judge Advocate participated in the teleconference.  It was decided to 
cancel the ANC and its associated events.  At that point, we were committed to a $25,000 penalty 
by contract for canceling with the hotel.  Brothers Howard Sobel and Carl Diamond (both of 
NASOCOCO) along with Brothers Tom Kuhn and Ken Womack (Convention Committee) 
negotiated the cancellation with the hotel and we escaped with no penalty due, but with a 
commitment to hold the 2023 ANC with the same hotel in Harrisburg, PA.  Great job by Howard, 
Carl, Tom and Ken.  
 
In the same teleconference meeting, it was also decided to publish the Souvenir Program Book 
with the appropriate circulation to those participating in its publication.  It was also decided that the 
current 2020 Resolutions would be held over and presented at the 2021 ANC.  
 
 A subsequent teleconference meeting was held with the National Sojourners line officers (Haynes, 
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Roth, Barnes, Norris and Warren) plus the National Secretary/Treasurer, Brother William Sanner, 
the National Judge Advocate, Brother Ben Yudesis, plus Brothers Ed Cohen and Martin Schwebel 
(both lawyers), and Harry Sanders, Chair of the National Trustees.  The Judge Advocate proposed 
and advised of a Solomonic decision that since there was no ANC, the prospective officers could 
not be elected, and the current officers would remain in their positions until by their oath a qualified 
successor was elected and installed.  This decision, based upon Masonic precedence, also applies 
to the Committee of 33 and other elected National officers. I have decided to adopt this Solomonic 
decision.  Recall, however, that Bro. Bob Roth is the National President-Elect.  So, on or about 30 
Jun 2020, which is the end of my term of office, I will retire, and Brother Bob Roth will be properly 
and officially “Installed” as President of National Sojourners.  The Vice Presidents will remain in 
their present positions but will be assigned some duties of their next higher office.  At the 2021 
ANC, it is expected that all the current Vice Presidents will advance two offices.  Clearly, this will 
result in two vacancies in the National Progressive Line, i.e. the National 2 nd and the National 3 rd 
Vice Presidents.  
 
The National Secretary/Treasurer (NST), Brother William Sanner, announced previously, that he 
would retire on 30 Jun 2020.  I have named Brother Mark Underwood as Acting 
Secretary/Treasurer-in-Training.  He will assume the responsibilities of National 
Secretary/Treasurer on 01 Jul 2020 but is starting an On the Job Training (OJT) program with the 
current NST effective immediately.  
 
At a subsequent teleconference with the Progressive Line officers, Judge Advocate, and Trustee 
Chairman, decisions were made on the following items:  
 
SOA YLC ~ The Spirit of America Youth Leadership Conference at Freedoms Foundation at Valley 
Forge, Pennsylvania, scheduled for this July is cancelled.  There is no assurance that the 
pandemic will be over by that date and National Sojourners, Inc., could be liable for complications 
of the illness, if contracted there. At this time Chapters will not send youth to MOWW Youth 
Leadership Conferences prior to 1 October 2020, again for health and safety reasons.   
 
2020-2021 BUDGET ~ The 2020-2021 Budget was approved by the unanimous vote of the 
Trustees and the Progressive National Line officers. The budget will be presented in the next issue 
of the Sojourner  
 
ELECTIONS & APPOINTMENTS ~ In keeping with tradition and National Regulations, there were 
several vacancies to be filled, if this were a normal year with an Annual National Convention 
(ANC).  Since it is not a normal year, the Judge Advocate has ruled, and I have adopted his 
decision, that no elected officer can vacate his position at present.  Each officer shall continue to 
perform in their current, respective positions.  The National President-Elect (NPE) is “elected,” so 
he will be “installed” in June.  This follows Masonic convention, where a member must continue 
until their replacement has been duly installed.  At the next official ANC, elections and installation 
will be conducted, and a return to normal duties resumed.  The three petitioners for Emeritus status 
will remain in their current positions.  At the next ANC, they will stand for a 2/3 approval ballot by 
the membership.  Appointments will be made by the National President, as circumstance and 
necessity dictates.  This is true for this Sojourner Year, 2019-2020, and the coming year, 2020-
2021.  
 
AWARDS ~ Awards will be announced in June 2020, but will be presented at the next 
ANC.  Citations will not be announced.  
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CHAPTER & CAMP OFFICERS ~ Election and Installation of Chapter Officers can take several 
different forms.  NPE Roth will craft a virtual procedure describing the process, which can be used, 
during the pandemic.  This procedure will be disseminated to all chapters.  Also, subordinate 
Chapters may follow the example set by the National Progressive Line officers by remaining in 
place until an election and installation can be performed in a regular Chapter meeting.  Camps will 
take their direction from the National Commander, once the advancement procedures have been 
established and communicated.  
 
NATIONAL HEROES ~ Brother Marty Schwebel, National Chief of Staff, Heroes of ’76, has agreed 
to arrange advancement of the National Hero’s Line Officers with the cooperation of the National 
Commander, Brother Henry Kuhn, and the National Judge Advocate, Brother Ben Yudesis.      
 
William H Haynes, Lt. Col., USAFR, Retired  
 
National President  
 
Prayer for the Times  
 
One Sunday morning at a small southern church the new pastor called on one of the older 
deacons to lead in the opening prayer. The deacon stood up, bowed his head and said, "Lord, I 
hate buttermilk."  
 
The pastor opened one eye and wondered where this was going. The deacon continued, "Lord, I 
hate lard." Now the pastor was totally perplexed.  
 
The deacon continued, "Lord, I ain't too crazy about plain flour either. But after you mix 'em all 
together and bake 'em in a hot oven.... I just love biscuits!  
 
The deacon didn't stop there. "Lord," he said,” help us realize when things come up that we don't 
like, whenever we don't understand what You are doing, that we need to wait and see what You 
are making. After you get through mixing and baking, it'll probably be something even better than 
biscuits. Amen."  
 
               I know that with our prayers the world, the United States and National Sojourners will 
recover from COVID-19 and become better than the biscuit.  
 
William H Haynes, Lt. Col., USAFR, Retired  
National President 
   
 

HOPE TO SEE EVERYONE MAY OR JUNE AS THE EPIDEMIC 
EITHER GOES AWAY OR INTO REMISSION.  BE SAFE AND 
CHECK ON FRIENDS AND FAMILY MAKING SURE THEY 
ARE OK. 
 
Dennis E. Fetter, Secretary 

 


